In the Claims : 

Please cancel claims 4, 5, 8, 9, 15, 16, 19 and 20, without prejudice. 
Please amend claims 1, 6, 7, 12, 17 and 18, and add new claims 23-26 as 

follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A tire/wheel assembly comprising: 
a wheel having a rim; 

a pneumatic tire mounted on the rim of the wheel, the pneumatic tire having a 

cavity; and 

a noise reduction interior member disposed in the cavity of the pneumatic tire, 
the noise reduction interior member having left and right elastic rings fitted to the rim and an 
annular body attached between the elastic rings, 

wherein the annular body is configured such that an annular cavity portion 
surrounded by the noise reduction interior member and the pneumatic tire has a cross- 
sectional area that varies in a circumferential direction of the teer tire, 

wherein the annular body has a cross-sectional shape which varies in the tire 
circumferential direction, the annular body is formed by joining a plurality of annular body 
pieces into which the annular body is divided in a circumferential direction thereof and the 
noise reduction interior member is not adapted to support the wheel when the tire is 
punctured. 
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2. (Original) A tire/wheel assembly according to claim 1, wherein the cross- 
sectional area of the annular cavity portion varies in such a manner that a maximum cross- 
sectional area thereof is 2% greater or more than a minimum cross-sectional area thereof. 

3. (Previously Presented) A tire/wheel assembly according to claim 1, 
wherein the cross-sectional area of the annular cavity portion varies periodically. 

4-5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently Amended) A tire/wheel assembly comprising: 
a wheel having a rim; 

a pneumatic tire mounted on the rim of the wheel, the pneumatic tire having a 

cavity; and 

a noise reduction interior member disposed in the cavity of the pneumatic tire 
in such a manner that the noise reduction interior member divides the cavity of the pneumatic 
tire into an inner cavity part and an outer cavity part, the noise reduction interior member 
having left and right elastic rings fitted to the rim and an annular body attached between the 
elastic rings, 

wherein the annular body has a plurality of openings through which the inner 
cavity part and outer cavity part are communicatingly connected, the annular body having 
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regions equally sectioned in a circumferential direction thereof, the plurality of openings 
being unevenly distributed in such a manner that the regions have openings which are 
different in total opening afear area, 

wherein the equally sectioned regions consist of four regions into which the 
annular body is equally sectioned in the circumferential direction thereof, the four equally 
sectioned regions consisting of two first regions having openings that are maximum in total 
opening area and two second regions having openings that are minimum in total opening 
area, the first and second regions being alternately placed, 

7. (Currently Amended) A tire/wheel assembly according to claim 6, 
wherein t h e eq ual l y sectioned regions include a r egion having apemttgs 4lmt~^ 
total o p e ning area and a region having openings that ar e n wvkwmiH- total open-fflg-ar-ea-.--the 
first region kmngropenings tkat-areja maximum tsof 5% to 10% greater in total opening area 
than the second region having openings that a r e minimum openings . 

8-9. (Canceled) 

10. (Previously Presented) A tire/wheel assembly according to claim 6, 
wherein the openings have opening lengths of 3 mm to 6 mm. 

1 1. (Previously Presented) A tire/wheel assembly according to claim 6, 
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wherein the annular body has an outer surface, an entire opening area of all the openings on 
the outer surface of the annular body being 0.3% to 6.0% with respect to an area of the outer 
surface of the annular body. 

12. (Currently Amended) A noise reduction interior member which is to be 
disposed in a cavity of a pneumatic tire mounted on a rim of a wheel, comprising: 

left and right elastic rings fitted to the rim; and 
an annular body attached between the elastic rings, 

wherein the annular body is configured such that an annular cavity portion 
surrounded by the noise reduction interior member and the pneumatic tire has a cross- 
sectional area that varies in a circumferential direction of the treer tire, the annular body has a 
cross-sectional shape which varies in a circumferential direction thereof, the annular body is 
formed by joining a plurality of annular body pieces into which the annular body is divided in 
a circumferential direction thereof and the noise reduction interior member is not adapted to 
support the wheel when the tire is punctured. 

13. (Original) A noise reduction interior member according to claim 12, 
wherein the cross-sectional area of the annular cavity portion varies in such a manner that a 
maximum cross-sectional area thereof is 2% greater or more than a minimum cross-sectional 
area thereof. 
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14. (Previously Presented) A noise reduction interior member according to 
claim 12, wherein the cross-sectional area of the annular cavity portion varies periodically. 

15-16. (Canceled) 

17. (Currently Amended) A noise reduction interior member which is to be 
disposed in a cavity of a pneumatic tire mounted on a rim of a wheel, comprising: 
left and right elastic rings fitted to the rim; and 
an annular body attached between the elastic rings, 

wherein the annular body has a plurality of openings, the annular body having 
regions equally sectioned in a circumferential direction thereof, the plurality of openings 
being unevenly distributed in such a manner that the regions have openings which are 
different in total opening ayear area, 

wherein the equally divided regions consist of four regions into which the 
annular body is equally divided in the circumferential direction thereof, the four equally 
divided regions comprising two first regions having openings that are maximum in total 
opening area and two second regions having openings that are minimum in total opening 
area, the first and second regions being alternately placed, and 

the noise reduction interior member is not adapted to support the wheel when 
the tire is punctured. 
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18. (Currently Amended) A noise reduction interior member according to 
claim 17, wherein the equally s ectioned regions include a region hav in g op en i ng s th at-are 
maximum in total opening area and a region having openings that are minimum in -4ote4 
opening area , the first region havmg-openings that-are a_maximum teof 5% to 1 0% greater in 
total opening area than the second region having openings that are minimu m. 

19-20. (Canceled) 

21. (Previously Presented) A noise reduction interior member according to 
claim 17, wherein the openings have opening lengths of 3 mm to 6 mm. 

22. (Previously Presented) A noise reduction interior member according to 
claim 17, wherein the annular body has an outer surface, an entire opening area of all the 
openings on the outer surface of the annular body being 0.3% to 6.0% with respect to an area 
of the outer surface of the annular body. 

23 . (New) A tire/wheel assembly according to claim 1 , wherein the annular 
body comprises four regions equally sectioned in the circumferential direction thereof and the 
four equally sectioned regions comprise at least first regions each making the cross-sectional 
area of the cavity maximum and at least second regions each making the cross-sectional areas 
of the cavity minimum which first and second regions are alternately arranged. 
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24. (New) A tire/wheel assembly according to claim 23, wherein each 
equally sectioned region comprises a single annular body piece. 

25. (New) A noise reduction interior member according to claim 12, 
wherein the annular body comprises four regions equally sectioned in the circumferential 
direction thereof and the four equally sectioned regions comprise two first regions each 
making the cross-sectional area of the cavity maximum and two second regions each making 
the cross-sectional area of the cavity minimum, the first and second regions being alternately 
arranged. 

26. (New) A noise reduction interior member according to claim 25, 
wherein each equally sectioned region comprises a single annular body piece. 
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